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: Following Is text of ttessage from "President to president de 

..■......, • . •••• . -IV. •:•' .- ' > '■ ''•ivr^v^w;^ ..-.••' ■■ -\ ■■•*"; ■■■ • 

Gaulle, replying to latter'* .letter of *iarch i^tfor "delivery/./ 

soonest. -Advise date -and time delivery. •, ..''■'^."'.■':':'-:r-, fe:; : .. "V.- -•'••"• ; '■'/• 

. . '•■•.'■••.•■ .••*•'• • '■ •'■'•"."•'■■ •"••.•■*■ , >^r''''**'*- *■ ■ '•"■■■ 

■ <iUOTE March 14, 1959. :-3)ear .-General «*e Gaulle: I have received 

■ . ■ . . > •■• r ■•.„.■■,.■ •> 

* ' * ■ ' *-'.■' 

and read with great care your letter of •larch 12 and tflsh to 
reply Immediately to express «y gratification at having this 
. .-expression of your views. - ■ .■'<>; -,.:--X- r -.;'y ;>-; .'v ••■_.-• 

? your analysis of the artificial crisis precipitated by the 
'"' announced Intentions of the Soviets to change the atatuB of ■ 
'Berlin, and the existing arrangements for our access .to Berlin 
.:•• seems to me to aum up the situation admij»bly/j^|l>re than two 
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^million people in West Berlin aook to as JP or 1th* .protection «f 
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vtheir continued safety and welfare', ''«§&• could 'toot "think 'of 

•risking our honor by accepting* "ijunder the threat :of £ oree>- . ; ' 
"> :. . v -T.r -.-. .■" ":.;•■■ •• ;■, •:•:'• .-. ■•• . - ; . ;.'^^-''. ^w^i:^/^': -•;:., ;<•••?>:;; ; 
Conditions cKhich would undermine our ability #o ;fulflll our ,,.• 
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•i^e}3^*iiten^^^ ^Ehe^Ac'iting fleoretary {in sdraft) 
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E-l-3!. ; =' ■*• V oommitment $o the people of ieiAin^cif^^pights'«pe ;Oleaiy/;;& 
h ;■ . ?ahare your view that if ;-f orce is^ed to cppose our exercise 



■'•'•'' • ri f »f these rights V 'the world will 4cnow precisely iwho in this ; V\ 
^controversy first resorted to Xorce -to oettle a dispute. "She 
''-•■move we and you .and our JIATO allies Are firm and wilted, the ._.*. 
:v*Icbb chance it seems to me that we ehall Tun'the risk of .dangerous 
.Soviet counteraction. ■'* ; .'•.■ . ">,...•. >;■ :;/.■- ■£-.•■■-.•< «■ ■';; -.; :"; v" 1 --^ 

"■-.•'■'-^jis you aay, 'there is every treason to convoke a conference 
•' of "Foreign l&nisters, -^and to let such a conference Jrun on while 
,<t>oth sides exhaustively -canvass possibilities for solution, tfe . 
O should not commit ourselves to go to a A^Bunnnit" conference until 

^ "there was some promise that such a conference could, in fact, 
=tt= . .^ield «ati8fying results. J am communicating these same con- 
^ideratiorui, -which appear of .major political Importance to me,; 
..- to •ffrlme jttnister Macmillan. y* "v. K'^5?v5^. : ;^;vi: ; ;;ip #:*:•■■;;■ ., - ;■. - .:• 
J&he reunification of «eraany would of feet ively remove from Y 
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^Central ^Europe the wain cause of -tension -there. itOther Important 

Y .•::•■-■ ,;■;...■-* -*,-. ,:/<r> ••■ ■■'■; •:- -v:.;.> v...^ ; J-- / v -. . . ,. \ • V '-' ■■ •-•> ■;■ ■ ,, :'V.',v .;- - : '-' — v.-' '•■;•• 

political consequences ; : |whieh we would all weloome/*would un- '";'." 
Mouhtedly ^follow in Its ^rain; '$S!hia ^ppy event ;|as you suggest, 

ks:S*£%&£ ioo^iaikely £o >ceeur\TO^ 4» •■'••"; 

t : ^> ^^. : ;^ - rS&the 'interim .contacts between '*he ; two parts' of ^rmBnyiahould be . ; 



v'-J^^neour^d.':^ '^cre ,ohly Renter a *ote .^f v^caution^'^with : 

\44fi^Mch"'^ , ^'.«ttr^ agree , that, ;/for~'many.i»ea8ons # ' ! r*on- 
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*aotfl which risk enhancing the position and prestige «f the 

JSovlet puppet government should be minimized. •:*- ';•.- ■-, -.■■.. 

• ; van discussing the Berlin crisis and the difficult sltua- 

. tlon In Germany, the vital importance of the continued strength 

and unity of our NATO alliance Inevitably also comes to *y mind. 

• X am sure you will of -course agree that our common defenses must 

' be maintained at re*-* 1 """ effectiveness If -we are to deal with 

"the Soviets with the firmness which both you and I desire. I 

believe we should proceed on this score calmly and purposefully. 

We should not take hasty measures designed superficially to 

build up our defenses which would only be interpreted as a sign 

of Tear on our part, nor should we do anything to weaken our 

which 
/defenses, or make moves sbWK/could be Interpreted as weakness or 

Jack of determination, Zn addition to maintaining our military 
•^strength, we must also maintain a spirit of. common political 
purpose among all members cf the alliance. Otherwise we will 
increase our vulnerability to Soviet -efforts to divide as. 
.Everything possible should be done to ensure that the military 
♦fstrength and political canity of the Alliance are maintained. . 
*-; L^lfith reference to another portion of your letter /a am ; 
>• liiratified to sote that your views on the subject cf ^disengage- 
-TOent* jare very close $o my iewn. '"^He have, as you know, -felt 
%*hat a teohnioal ^approach to the .problem of ^surprise attack, 
•^V^ ! . V; '. ; .-=r : ' •'V;*\.-. •.•>■../.■.•»'>■.•• '■ with measures 
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^conference with 'the ipviete^n *hie ^?* ** «? neva £■* : 
•fan wade it clear that their approach 'to'the' problem was com- 
■ . pletely Wcoeptable, >«he Soviet proposals would have led to 
- the creation of * tiarrow comilitarieed cone In Central Europe 
-without any real wssurance that the danger cf .jwrprlse attack 
..would be reduced. I continue to hope , -of course ; "that It will 
be possible to make progress in. the disarmament field, but I 
fully agree with you that we cannot accept measures which would 
•'■"'. Jeopardize our basic security interests. • ^ ■■;.> y? '. ;.-" • ;^ ;'; 

2 .alBO wished to refer brief ly to our previous corres- 
pondence regarding * closer tripartite relationship among France, 
tfreat Britain and -ourselves/ *^ lBst 
•faonth to Secretary -feO&an *aris,Hthat these jtelks^ave already 

:,*egunto\^ 
. '^to" centime' these ta^ 
feet wly »e^ wnW'*or !^ 

•' ". /'^;S'^ actions 
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<fcnd motions Which «e rt^twl^ essential that 



fvwe .seek eooooh mooord and that «ur'«utual «trengtha fee concerted. 
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Ifceee private #xohanges of view can contribute importantly to 

' / flease accept; «fr/J^sident/*he ^xpreeelon of my highest 

■ ■■ . *■•, . '. '* * * *■?**•• ' 

-"consideration and sincere friendship, r 7 
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